
REVITALIZING HIGH SCHOOL OUTDOOR SPACES! 

Project spark

	• Create welcoming and attractive life environments where students  
can enjoy the outdoors (especially during breaks and lunches); 

	• Multiply opportunities to develop entrepreneurial projects at school; 

	• Change the negative perception of teenagers in the community  
(neighbors, shopkeepers, etc.). 

Ville de Laval (LAVAL)

±350 students aged 15 to 21 years 

The CQPEL’s desire to involve its students, its school team and several partners from  
the neighbouring community led it to revitalize its outdoor spaces. So, the Center relied  
on student entrepreneurship projects: creation of an ornamental and cultivable flowerbed  
to serveas a collective garden, greening of several spaces and development of relaxation areas.  
This enabled teenagers to develop their knowledge and skills, as well as their sense of initiative  
and entrepreneurship, all in keeping with CQPEL’s educational mission. 

Eventually, these interventions will be complemented by the revitalization of outdoor sports 
areas. The goal is to make these areas more accessible to young people and the community 
as a whole. The result will be a tight-knit community with a sense of belonging and pride in its 
surroundings, as well as tangible benefits for everyone! 

CENTRE DE QUALIFICATION PROFESSIONNELLE ET D’ENTREPRENEURIAT DE LAVAL (CQPEL)
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•	Addition of 20 trees  
and 5 gardening boxes 
(±33m2 cultivable) for  
vegetables to use  
in cooking classes; 

•	Creation of social  
spaces including  
20 ornamental rocks; 

•	Design of portable picnic 
tables by teenagers. 

•	Student entrepreneurship  
projects:  

•	The ‘’Café 2.0’’;
•	Supply of portable,  
collapsible tables  
to Laval elementary  
schools; 

•	Enhancement 
of the temporary  
skateboard park; 

•	Replacement, upgrading  
and addition of sports fields. 

Actions 

Next steps

PROJECT

17 800$ 2 years

Entrepreneurship starts young! 

 Students 
 School Team 
 Municipality/MRC

Contributors
 Private businesses
 Childcare centres  

     or Kindergartens 

 Other Educational Organizations 
 Community (citizen groups, Non-Profits…)  
 Organizations that support academic success 

Inspiring case

https://lescabeau.ca/


Photo credit: CQPEL 

2CENTRE DE QUALIFICATION PROFESSIONNELLE  
ET D’ENTREPRENEURIAT DE LAVAL (CQPEL)

Adaptation to climate/Weather

Modifications/Adaptations

Advice from management

	• Creation of a citizens’ committee to upkeep gardening boxes during  
the summer season; 

	• Germination of micro-sprouts in winter as part of training activities  
and internships in cooking and horticulture. 

	• Lack of budget for the creation of the outdoor class caused a delay; 

	• The pandemic delayed the launch of a project designed to manufacture  
and sell tables to Laval elementary school. 

	• Coordinate your efforts to complete your project into several stages; 

	• Take advantage of the opportunities offered by your project to involve young people 
and develop their knowledge and skills towards targeted learning outcomes; 

	• Anchor your project in your community, ensure its sustainability by forging partnerships 
with your community (organizations, businesses, NPOs, etc.); 

	• Never give up! 

Visit the RURLS site, section Programmes, 
Réenchanter la cour d’école secondaire !

To go further
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More inspiring 
projects

“Involving young people in an entrepreneurial endeavor that is important for 
their school and community gets them engaged and active. They help out ac-
cording to their specific training and develop their entrepreneurial spirit at the 
same time.” 
Mathieu J. Aubin, teacher and project leader 
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Outdoor class and plantation  
École secondaire  
les Seigneuries, St-Pierre  
les Becquets  ●

Furniture and gardening boxes  
Centre des Belles-Rives, 
Vaudreuil-Dorion

Socialization, meals  
and greening spaces 
Centre éducatif Saint-Aubin,  
Baie Saint-Paul

450-662-7000  
poste 4500 (welcome desk)

cqualification@cslaval.qc.ca

Contact  
information:
CQPEL 

Inspiring case

https://lescabeau.ca/
https://reseau-urls.quebec/
https://reseau-urls.quebec/
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Notes
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https://lescabeau.ca/

