
Project Spark

	• Lack of indoor sports facilities. 

	• Increasing demand for outdoor sports fields by students.

	• Request from teachers for an outdoor classroom.

Windsor (ESTRIE)

±620 students

The innovative vision of a Secondary 4 teacher and her students of creating an outdoor class 
made from organic materials (wood, rocks…) led to the complete revitalizing of their school’s 
outdoor spaces! From dream to reality in the short span of a year, this school now boasts  
a large outdoor class made up of two distinct sections devoted to various educational  
activities (lectures and group projects) with adapted furniture. 

Great care was taken to respect the environment by preserving natural elements (repur-
posing of rocks, preserving plant cover…) and by the creation of shaded zones. To combine 
learning with physical activity, this new layout was designed alongside a multisports field 
on a brand-new paved section.  

These achievements emphasize that everything is possible when a school rallies a 
network of partners committed to creating environments that foster the development  
of young people. 
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•	Creation of an outdoor  
class (12 wooden  
chair-desks, whiteboard). 

•	Creation of a section  
dedicated to group  
projects (concrete blocks, 
small wooden tables). 

•	Design and implementation  
of a fenced multisports  
surface (hockey, soccer,  
badminton, basketball) 
 ground markings  
and supplied with  
sports equipment. 

•	Planting of apple trees. 

•	Construction of a  
solar-powered greenhouse  
(Tourno-serre project)  
that will operate all year long 
and provide the opportunity 
for educational and ecological 
activities (preparation of  
seedlings and garden boxes).  

•	Healthy snacks at the  
participating cafeteria (food 
co-op) from harvested crops. 

•	Cooking lessons. 

Actions

Next Steps

PROJECT

113 000$ 2 years
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Tourno-serre, an innovative project funded  
by its participation in two contests  
(65 000 $ received from the 100 degrés  
organization and Nova-science).  

REVITALIZING HIGH SCHOOL OUTDOOR SPACES! Inspiring case

 Students
 School team
 Municipality/MRC 

Contributors
 Private Businesses
 Childcare centre  
 or Kindergartens 

Other Educational Organizations 
Community (citizen group, Non-Profits…)  
Organizations that support academic success 

https://lescabeau.ca/
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Adaptation to climate/Weather

Modifications/Adaptations

Advice from Management

	• Four-season use of the multisports field with teachers and students ready to remove 
snow when needed.  

	• Use of outdoor tables even in Winter. 

	• Production of solar energy to allow year-round operation of the Tourno-serre. 

	• Streamlining of project production  
by partnering with a supplier able to  
create the outdoor class from A to Z.  

	• Volunteer support from teachers to help  
keep up with numerous tasks formerly 
assumed by management (quotes,  
orders, deliveries, coordination).   

	• Collaborate with your School Service Center to benefit from its expertise and resources. 

	• Avoid potential problems by contacting your school’s material resources  
department to determine the applicable rules and regulations for your project. 

	• Delegate some tasks to a trusted construction site supervisor.  

	• Prepare a detailed schedule of construction works and possible inconveniences  
to members of the school community.

819-845-2728

letournesol@cssds.gouv.ca 

Contact 
information
École Tournesol

’The success of our project is rooted in the promotion of an active lifestyle  
for youngsters and in fostering a welcoming environment where creativity  
and learning are not limited by the walls of a classroom. The revitalization  
of our outdoor spaces enabled us to offer a differentiated education.’’  
Véronique Roberge, teacher

Photo credit:  École Tournesol

More inspiring 
projects
Outdoor class  
and Planting of trees
École secondaire  
les Seigneuries,  
St-Pierre les Becquets ●

Creation of two outdoors 
classes and a fruit orchard
Pavillon Wilbrod-Dufour, Alma

Creation of an outdoor class 
and a forest adventure trail 
École secondaire l’Escale, 
Asbestos

Inspiring case

Visit the RURLS site, section Programmes, 
Réenchanter la cour d’école secondaire !

To go further

https://lescabeau.ca/
https://reseau-urls.quebec/
https://reseau-urls.quebec/
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Notes

ÉCOLE TOURNESOLInspiring case

https://lescabeau.ca/

